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Tokyo Physical and Chemical Instrument Association (the predecessor of Tokyo Scientific
Instrument Association) published "T.R.K." the first product catalogue of physical and chemical
instruments in Japan on March 1922. The plate of the first edition was lost in fire of the Great
Kanto Earthquake in 1923, and the third edition published on June 1930 is the oldest certified
edition in existence.

It was an extremely difficult task to organize a wide variety of complicated physical and chemical
instruments into a catalogue. The copies of T.R.K. were provided to the users in 30,000 locations
nationwide, contributing to the diffusion of product knowledge. Publication of T.R.K. was the fruit
of concerted efforts of the physical and chemical industry at that time.

Afterwards, the third edition of T.R.K. was reprinted and completed in 1949 by changing the
name to the new one called "N.R.K.". Furthermore, "SIA Scientific Instruments Compendium"
was completed as the new catalogue in 1965 after nine years of works. "Scientific Instruments
Compendium" has been distributed the users visiting All Japan Scientific Instruments Show since
1971, and it has been revised every time the shows are held.
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Dr. Masuzo Shikata, the professor of the Agricultural Department in Kyoto
University, requested Yanagimoto Seisakusho to develop the product line of the analyzer
"Heyrovsky-Shikata type polarograph" that was prototyped at Charles University in
Czechoslovakia, where Dr. Shikata studied abroad, in 1925 after he returned to Japan.
With a mutual collaboration with Dr. Isamu Tachi, Yanagimoto Seisakusho completed to
develop its product line in 1927 and commercially supplied it.

For this instrument, the dropping mercury electrode was regarded as the indicating
electrode, and the current-voltage relationship of the electrolysis solution was self-
recorded on photographic papers. Recording correlated changes (polarograms) between
applied voltages and electrolytic current means that it was the breakthrough, self-
recordable analyzers until the pen-recording type electronic tube recorders entered into
existence in 1950s. This instrument can be said as the earliest ancestor of analyzers.

In addition, Dr. Heyrovsky received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1959, honored by
inventing the polarograph analysis method.




