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Tanaka’s Microscope is a Japan made microscope released in 1907.

The design of those microscopes was imitated Leitz microscopes; however, some unique designs were
added, and magnifying power range of 25 to 600 times was it’s specification. Tanaka’s microscope has
received many awards, including first prize at Tokyo Industrial Exhibition in 1907, silver award at Japan-
British Exhibition in 1910, and silver award at Tokyo Taisho Exhibition in 1914. Tanaka’s microscopes were
sold well in Japan and exported to overseas. Furthermore, Tanaka’s Microscope was dedicated to the Crown
Prince Yoshihito (later become Emperor Taisho), and as the manufacturer Mokujiro Tanaka was awarded
silver cup by the Emperor for producing Japan made microscope and other accomplishments in 1917.

Two(2) sets of Tanaka’s Microscopes manufactured in circa 1907-1908 are presented for nomination,
because they represent a significant historical material for technological history. It is realized that they
constitute an indispensable heritage for both science and economy since they made available a stable
supply of affordable and domestically manufactured microscopes to the emerging silk industries for
inspection of silkworm eggs.



